
 

The America I Believe In 
 
 

For millions around the world, happiness is a dream or a distant memory. Many 

don't know what it feels like to have others fighting for their safety and rights. Some 

families are in dire circumstances and barely make it on a daily basis. Even for people 

in dreadful times something keeps them going, and that is hope. 

In the Great Depression conditions were horrible and all seemed lost but 

Americans kept trying for a better future. As Desmond Tutu wrote, “Hope is being able 

to see that there is light despite the darkness”. During the Civil Rights Movement 

millions joined together because they had faith that they could make laws fair for 

everyone. Even in the darkest of times hope united Americans and helped them to 

never give up. 

Today, while far from perfect, America is an example of what can be achieved 

with persistence, determination, and hope. For many people education is a dream, 

clean water is a memory, healthy food is a rarity, but they don't stop fighting for a better 

future. In many places around the world getting a job is nearly impossible and it is 

difficult to provide for a family. However, people in these conditions with hope, 

persistence and determination can improve their lives by working together.  

Even in the darkest of times, humans succeed because they don’t give up even 

in the face of adversity. In many places it often seems nobody wants to help and 

darkness is everywhere. So, what keeps people pushing forward? Hope does. It pushes 

people to new limits and helps them achieve what they thought was impossible. So as 

we live our lives it’s important we never take one another for granted, we motivate each 

other to achieve the unthinkable, and we instill hope in all of us.  By doing this it gives 

everyone the opportunity to live in the America that I believe in. 


